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where people may enjoy for sixpence such sur-
roundings as were formerly reserved for the
wealthy.
An early impression would be the absence of
abject and paraded poverty. If he went to the
Embankment and a few other places at mid-
night, he would soon learn that London has as
much poverty as in his day; but he would
remember that in his day one saw barefooted
children in utter rags, and workless men, with
knees showing through their torn trousers, eat-
ing refuse from dustbins. He would not see
men in such expressive destitution now; there
is food to-day for all who will ask for it; but
poverty remains, hidden away in back rooms in
back streets. Nor would he see any of the
former display of wealth. London is still one of
the richest cities of the world, if not the richest,
but the rich and privileged, within the last
twenty years, have learned something of good
taste and have renounced ostentation. Every-
body to-day, whatever his rank, tries to be a
"reg'lar fellow."
He would miss Earl's Court,^but in its place
he would find mixed bathing in the Serpentine,
an open-air theatre in Regent's Park, greyhound
tracks, speedway tracks, hundreds of cinemas
in every style of magnificence from Assyrian to
Renaissance, a palace of dance in every suburb;
and, in short, twenty times morepublic pleasure